
LAETARE SUNDAY – MARCH 22, 2020 

THE ATTACHED LESSONS ARE MADE AVAILABLE FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION USE FOR THE FOURTH 

SUNDAY OF LENT. THEY CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE AT www.saintvincentdepaulchurch.org 

 

Activity One: Laertare Sunday (All Age Levels) 

 

Below you will find a lesson you can use to teach about Laetare Sunday. It is to be used while 

watching the Laetare Sunday video. 

 Highlight the underlined website and click once on your mouse to open the video.  

If this does not work, cut and paste, or type, the you tube address below into your browser.  

https://youtu.be/4f2OcZId6Go 



 

 



Activity Two: Healing the Man Born Blind (All age Levels) 

The Gospel Reading for this weekend is John 9: 1-41. Read this story in the Bible, and answer 

the questions below. 

 

Directions: Read John 9:1-41 then answer the questions below.  
  

When it is hard to see Jesus we . . .  
 
. . . think about ourselves (Jn 9:2). What are the 
things about yourself that you don’t like?   

___________________________ 
___________________________ 
___________________________  
 
. . . think about other people’s opinions of us (Jn 
9:22). Who are the people in your life that you want 
to impress?   

___________________________ 
___________________________ 
___________________________  
  

When it is easy to see Jesus we . . .   
 
. . . go to church (Jn 9:7). How can you make a 
better effort to spend more time at your church?   

__________________________ 
__________________________ 
__________________________  
 
. . . look and act differently (Jn 9:8-9). As someone  
who follows Jesus, how do you act differently from  
others?   

__________________________ 
__________________________ 
__________________________  
 
. . . tell the truth (Jn 9:25). If someone asked you what you know about Jesus, what 
would be your answer?   

_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________  

 

 



Activity Three: Healing the Man Born Blind (Middle grades and older) 

 
Directions:  Read the Gospel passage. Then answer the questions.  
 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 9:1-41: The Man Born Blind 
 
As he passed by he saw a man blind from birth.His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents 
sinned; it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. We have to do the 
works of the one who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. While 
I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made clay with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go wash 
in the Pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed, and came back able to 
see. His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the one 
who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” He 
said, “I am.” So they said to him, “[So] how were your eyes opened?” He replied, “The man 
called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went 
there and washed and was able to see.” And they said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don’t 
know.” They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay 
and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 
He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.” So some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does not keep the sabbath.” [But] others 
said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said  
to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?” He 
said, “He is a prophet.” Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his 
sight until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. They asked them, 
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see?” His parents answered 
and said, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do not know how he sees 
now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself.” His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that 
if anyone acknowledged him as the Messiah, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this 
reason his parents said, “He is of age; question him.” So a second time they called the man who 
had been blind and said to him, “Give God the praise! We know that this man is a sinner.” He 
replied, “If he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I 
see.” So they said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered 
them, “I told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want 
to become his disciples, too?” They ridiculed him and said, “You are that man’s disciple; we 
are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one  
is from.” The man answered and said to them, “This is what is so amazing, that you do not 
know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. It is unheard of that anyone ever 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he would not be able to 
do anything.” They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and are you trying 
to teach us?” Then they threw him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he 
found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who is he, sir, 
that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one speaking with 
you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. Then Jesus said, “I came into 
this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who do see might 
become blind.” Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely 
we are not also blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; 
but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains.” 
 

 



 

 

1. What miracle did Jesus work? How did He do it? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What question did Jesus ask about the blind man? How did Jesus answer the question? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How did the blind man’s friends and family react to his healing? How did the Pharisees treat 
him? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
4. Despite the way he was treated by others, in the end, how did the blind man respond to 
Jesus? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What did Jesus accuse the Pharisees of at the end of the Gospel story?   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer Key 
 

Handout: Gospel Reading for Sunday March 22, 2020 (Middle Grades and older) 
 
 
 
 
1. Jesus gave sight to a man who was born blind. He did so by spitting on the ground and 
making clay with His saliva and spreading it on the blind man’s eyes. Then He told him to wash 
in the pool of Siloam.  
 
2. Whose sin caused him to be blind, his or his parents? (Note: the people of Jesus’ time 
believed that illness and physical deformity were caused directly by one’s sins.) Jesus answered 
the question saying that it was no one’s sin that caused his blindness, rather, he was blind so 
that the works of God could be made visible through him.  
 
3. They were confused and disbelieving, even suggesting that he wasn’t the man they knew. The 
Pharisees questioned him, accused him of untruth and sinfulness, and ridiculed him.  
 
4. He professed his belief and worshipped Him. 
 
5. He accused them of being sinners.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity Three: Healing the Man Born Blind (Elementary grades) 

Directions:  Read the Gospel passage from the Gospel of John 9:1-41.  Then answer the questions.  

 

The Man Born Blind 
As he passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 

or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that 

the works of God might be made visible through him. We have to do the works of the one who sent me 

while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. While I 

am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made 

clay with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of 

Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed, and came back able to see. His neighbors and 

those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” Some 

said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” He said, “I am.” So they said to him, “[So] 

how were your eyes opened?” He replied, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and 

told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went there and washed and was able to see.” And they said to 

him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don’t know.” They brought the one who was once blind to the 

Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also 

asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and  now I 

can see.” So some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does not keep the 

sabbath.” [But] others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” And there was a division among 

them. So they said to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him, since he opened your 

eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his 

sight  until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. They asked them, “Is this 

your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see?” His parents answered and said, “We 

know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do not know how he sees now, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for him self.” His parents said this 

because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him 

as the Messiah, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this reason his parents said, “He is of 

age; question him.” So a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give 

God the praise! We know that this man is a sinner.” He replied, “If he is a sinner, I do not know. One 

thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” So they said to him, “What did he do to you? How 

did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already and you did not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?” They ridiculed him and said, “You 

are that man’s disciple; we are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not 

know where this one is from.” The man answered and said to them, “This is what is so amazing, that 

you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 

sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. It is unheard of that anyone ever 

opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he would not be able to do 

anything.” They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach 

us?” Then they threw him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, 

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 

him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do 

believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. Then Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that 

those who do not see might see, and those who 

do see might become blind.” Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, 

“Surely we are not also blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; 

but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains.” 



 

 

1. What miracle did Jesus work? How did He do it? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did the blind man’s friends and family react to his healing? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How did the Pharisees treat the healed man? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In the end, how did  the blind man respond to Jesus? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Christ Healing the Blind Man, by Eustache Le Sueur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer Key 

 

Handout: Gospel Reading for Sunday March 22, 2020 (Elementary Grades) 

 

1. Jesus gave sight to a man who was born blind. He did so by spitting on the ground and 

making clay with His saliva and spreading it on the man’s eyes. Then He told him to wash in 

the pool of Siloam.   

 

2. They were confused and disbelieving. They even thought he might not be the same man they 

knew. 

  

3. The Pharisees questioned him, then accused him of lying and sinfulness. They mocked him 

and threw him out of the Temple.  

4. He professed his belief and worshipped Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity Four: The Story of Saint Joseph (All grades) 

Feast Day of Saint Joseph – March 19 

St. Joseph 

St. Joseph was an ordinary manual laborer although descended from 

the royal house of David. In the designs of Providence he was 

destined to become the spouse of the Mother of God. His high 

privilege is expressed in a single phrase, "Foster-father of Jesus." 

About him Sacred Scripture has little more to say than that he was a 

just man-an expression which indicates how faithfully he fulfilled 

his high trust of protecting and guarding God's greatest treasures 

upon earth, Jesus and Mary. 

The darkest hours of his life may well have been those when he first 

learned of Mary's pregnancy; but precisely in this time of trial Joseph showed himself great. His 

suffering, which likewise formed a part of the work of the redemption, was not without great 

providential import: Joseph was to be, for all times, the trustworthy witness of the Messiah's 

virgin birth. After this, he modestly retires into the background of holy Scripture. 

Of St. Joseph's death the Bible tells us nothing. There are indications, however, that he died 

before the beginning of Christ's public life. His was the most beautiful death that one could 

have, in the arms of Jesus and Mary. Humbly and unknown, he passed his years at Nazareth, 

silent and almost forgotten he remained in the background through centuries of Church history. 

Only in more recent times has he been accorded greater honor. Liturgical veneration of St. 

Joseph began in the fifteenth century, fostered by Sts. Brigid of Sweden and Bernadine of 

Siena. St. Teresa, too, did much to further his cult. 

At present there are two major feasts in his honor. On March 19 our veneration is directed to 

him personally and to his part in the work of redemption, while on May 1 we honor him as the 

patron of workmen throughout the world and as our guide in the difficult matter of establishing 

equitable norms regarding obligations and rights in the social order. 

 

—Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace, Pius Parsch 

 

St. Joseph is invoked as patron for many causes. He is the patron of the Universal Church. He is 

the patron of the dying because Jesus and Mary were at his death-bed. He is also the patron of 

fathers, of carpenters, and of social justice. Many religious orders and communities are placed 

under his patronage. 

 



  St. Joseph Feast Day ~ Flowering Staff Craft  

Elizabeth and I had a great time creating this staff!  

It was fun one-on-one time for us!  

And now she won't quit making lilies of every color!  

 

 

 

 

A Story about St. Joseph's Staff 

 

Some images and statues of Joseph show him with a staff which is topped with lilies. This is a symbol 

to remind us of a possibly true story which told of how Mary's spouse was chosen: 

Walking sticks of widowers in Israel were collected and one was to be chosen from among them. The 

owner of the chosen staff was to marry the young virgin Mary. Joseph's staff burst into blossom, thus 

identifying him as divinely chosen.  

 

 

 

The Craft: 

 

 

Supplies: 

5 or more green pipe cleaners 

5 yellow pipe cleaners (orange will work, too) 

5 sheets of white paper 

1 sheet of green paper 

A walking stick from outside  



(A wooden rod from a craft store will also work, but you may want to paint/stain it brown.) 

Pencil 

Scissors 

Tape and/or Glue 

Hot Glue (maybe) 

 

 

Instructions: 

• The yellow pipe cleaner will be the center of the lily flower. Cut the yellow pipe cleaner in half 

(should be about 3 to 4 inch pieces). Crisscross and twist the two halves together at the 

center. Curl the ends down just a little to make a small ball on each of the 4 ends.  

 

 

 

 

• The green pipe cleaner will be the stem. Take the green pipe cleaner and twist one end around 

the yellow pipe cleaners at the center. The yellow pipe cleaners should be up and the green 

down.  

 

• Trace two hand prints side-by-side on a sheet of white paper and cut them out. (I stacked the 

5 white sheets together and cut them out at the same time.) The fingers are the flower's 

peddles.  



 

 

 

• Wrap one hand cut-out around the yellow pipe cleaner with the green coming out the bottom. 

Tape it together. Then wrap the other hand cut-out around in the same way. 

 

• Use a pencil to carefully curl down some of the peddles of the lily 

 

• Repeat the above steps to make more lilies. Make about 5 lilies total. 

• Wrap/twist the green pipe cleaner stems of your lilies around the top portion of the walking 

stick. You may need to hot glue them to the stick or use an extra green pipe cleaner to help 

secure the lilies to the staff. If you have any extra pipe cleaner ends hanging out, it looks 

best if you curl the ends using your finger or a pencil. 



 

•  

Cut out and hot glue or tape some long narrow leaves to the green pipe cleaner stems. 

 

Now you have St. Joseph's staff blooming with lilies!!  

Makes a great prop to go with a St. Joseph costume for All Saints Day, too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity Five: The Annunciation (All grades) 

GABRIEL VISITS  MARY- LUKE 1:26-38 

 

Read together the story of the Annunciation from the Bible. 

 

"For with God nothing will be impossible." LUKE 1:37 

TRUE OR FALSE: 

1. "Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  The 

virgin's name was Mary."  LUKE 1:26-27 

TRUE OR FALSE 

 

2. "And having come in, the angel said to her, 'Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with 

you; blessed are you among women!' "  LUKE 1:28 

TRUE OR FALSE 

 

3. "Then the angel said to her, 'Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.' " 

LUKE 1:30 

TRUE OR FALSE 

 

CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORD: 

4. "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name   

                    ." LUKE 1:31 

JOHN                      JOSEPH                      JESUS 

TRUE OR FALSE: 

 

5. "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him 

the throne of His father David."  LUKE 1:32 

TRUE OR FALSE 

 

CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORDS: 

6. The angel told Mary, "Now indeed,          ____ your relative has also conceived a son in her 

old age."  LUKE 1:36 

EVE                      ELIZABETH 

 

TRUE OR FALSE: 

     Begin at the mouth of Gabriel and find your way out of the maze to proclaim the Good News!7. "For with 

_______ nothing will be impossible."  LUKE 1:37 

GOD                              MEN 

TRUE OR FALSE: 

 

8. "Then Mary said, 'Behold the maidservant of the Lord!  Let it be to me according to your 

word.'  And the angel departed from her."  LUKE 1:38 

TRUE OR FALSE 



Activity Six: The Annunciation (All Grades)



 



Activity Seven – Annunciation Crossword 

 





https://youtu.be/b-OQojS_aVw     

INRI Meaning on the Cross and in the Bible 

 


